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establishment, thankfully, has become a solid critic of anti-gay conversion. The American 
Medical Association, the American Psychological Association and other organizations 

characterize it as useless and injurious. The public is also opposed: a 2019 Reuters national 
poll found that 56 percent of U.S. adults think conversion therapy should be illegal. 

Although medical and psychological associations have asked explicitly that Congress and 
state governments ban anti-gay conversion, there has been a backlash from groups such as 
the Liberty Counsel, which promotes “evangelical values.” Listed by the Southern Poverty 
Law Center (SPLC) as an anti-LGBTQ hate group, the Liberty Counsel noted in a press 
release that it is fighting several existing bans on conversion therapy. Luckily, verdicts can 
go both ways: in a 2015 case brought by the SPLC, a New Jersey state court ruled that Jews 
Offering New Alternatives for Healing—tellingly abbreviated as JONAH—had engaged in 
consumer fraud by offering conversion therapy because homosexuality is not a mental 
illness. 

The best way to stop this practice is through a federal resolution or through additional bans 
by the other 32 states—or even by local jurisdictions. Bills have been introduced to put a 
ban in place at the federal level, but these are still languishing in the House of 
Representatives. 

Time may be running out. New York City had a ban but voted to undo it in September 
2019: the City Council feared that a lawsuit to quash the ban, filed by another Christian 
advocacy group, might make its way up to an ever more conservative Supreme Court that 
could rule against the injunction ( I think the logic is that since the supreme court is “right 
leaning” because of new appointees by Trump, better not to give them the chance to make a 
ruling).  

Whether this detestable practice continues may depend on the 2020 presidential and 
congressional elections—which, depending on the outcome, might provide an opening for 
legislation to finally put an end to a pseudoscientific technique masquerading as therapy. 

 


